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1, GENERAL 


This bulletin, issued by the Acting Commonwealth Statistician, 
(Mr, S. R. Carver) covers the operations of Part VII of the Social Services 
Consolidation Act, 1947, for the month of December, 1947 and the six months ended 
December, 1947, 


The Act provides for the payment of benefit to persons whose normal 
earnings have been interrupted through unemployment or temporary incapacity, It 
also provides a third class of benefit = designated Special Benefit - which gives 
a measure of assistance to those persons who, on account of some special circum= 
stances, cannot comply with the statutory requirements relating to unemployment or 
sickness benefit, and who are prevented from earning a livelihood and are in need, 


The number of recipients of benefit do not embrace the total unemployment 
and sickness in the community, Unemployment or sickness of less than seven days! 
duration is not covered due to the provision in the Act of "waiting period" of 
this length of time during which no benefit is payable, Permanent incapacity is 
not included as this is covered by the Age and Invalid section of the Social Services 
Consolidation Act 1947, The application of a "means test" excludes another group 
from benefit, The inclusion of claims rejected = see Section 8 = completes the 
coverage of all persons applying for benefit, irrespective of whether their claims 
are approved or rejected, 


The number of "persons on benefit" in this bulletin relates to principal 
beneficiaries who would normally be breadwinners, Dependants of such beneficiaries 
are not included, 


The information contained in this bulletin has been compiled from data 
made available by the Department of Social Services, The details given in Sections 
4, 6 and 7 refer to admittances and exits notified during the period shown and not 
to admittances and exits which actually occurred during the. period, 


Due to dealy in the receipt of information in respect of some beneficiaries 
the figures are preliminary and subject to revision, This applies particularly to 
discontinuances and results in persons on benefit at the end of the month being 
overstated, 


2, BENEFITS PAID 


The benefits paid in respect of each class of benefit in each State 
during December, 1947 and the six months ended December, 1947, are shown in the 
following tables~ 


AMOUNT OF BENEFITS PAID DURING DECEMBER, 1947 AND THE 
SIX MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER, 1947 : STATES 
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~~ Benefits paid during six 
months ended December, 1 






















Sickness | Special 








&, 
N.S.W, (a) 164,606 
Victoria 108,376 


46,441 
41,318 
29,633 
20 »830 


411,204 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory, 
(b) Includes Northern Territory. 


Queensland 

S,Aust, (b) 

W, Australia 
Tasmania 


TOTAL: 






176,673 608,294 








36 SUMMARY - CLAIMS ADMITTED, EXITS, PERSONS ON BENEFIT, Pee 


The following table shows for the years 1945-46 and 1946-47, and for the 
months December, 1946 to December, 1947, the number of claims admitted and 
discontinued and persons remaining on benefit:=- 
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Period Sickness "__ Special 
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19,213 | 118,088 


Year 1945=46 65,455 |12,289 | 33,178) 6,724) 242 200 |. 98,875 
‘p 1916-47 73,379 | 5,199 | 45,024) 11,002) 1,271 335 |119,674| 16,536 | 136,210 

946 = . 
December 9,608 324 24905 707 197 39.) 12,710: 15069 
Lon? = 

January 6,649 170 3,018 656 108 20 | 9,775 846 
February 5,903 165 3,412 ee ee) 116 2h, 9,431| 1,098 
March Su0ve 196 L661) 215293 119 sii 9,852| 1,526 
April TP Ars 145 3,308 802]. 82 Zia ieee 968 
May sean Za, 5,056) 15.240 57 46 | 9,444] 1,608 
June 2,670 Ly 3,G0e) 1,008 70 Pal 6,592| 1,146 
July 136 5 5299)|" hgots 187 OU) eeee7ole ake (40 
August DeBee esac 139 66 8,095| 1,753 
Soptember(a) 4,609} 1,261 125 16 GUA Leste 
October (a) 4,284| 1,293} 100 66 5,948] 1,406 
November(a) Aelia) 2,454) LOG 47 6;614{ 1,563 





OA ee Conte took | ee ee 

a __—-__DISCONTINUANCES fee eee 
» Wear 1945-46 27,550| 5,432) 186 GO | 86,615 102,099 
10,075| 1,136 210 |118,498 134,052 
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8,836 





Docember 2,744 139 78 19 7,906 


LOLT @ 





January Sie 6°72 194, RCH gn Wapy acy 15 ,509 
February 3,336 756 114 18 9,817 10,737 
Merch 4,318} 1,087} 190 34 | 11,705 13,041 
April 3.365 894 99 12 8,656 9,719 
May 4,803] 1,220 157 10,905 12,38 
June 3,796 965 716 WEEN 8,806 
July 43905} 1,244) 142 8,312 9,752 
August 5,612) 1,5le 138 9,180 10,857 
September(a) 4,598] 1,256] 142 6,831 G28 
October (a) 4eA95| 1,254; 1OL 6,785 8,161 
November(a) 5,381} 1,570] 130 7,484 9,170 
RyJoo 905 | aT: 3,893 Ay 94S 
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\ ee 
ON_ BENEFIT AT END OF EACH MONTH 


1946 = 
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June 5y028'| Lse9e 56 1.0% 2260 
December 6,687 | 1,800 369 ZlOy | 23,592 
ce Af se 
Januery 6,593] 1,784] 283 217) 119,210 
February 6,669; 1,937 285 223 | 18,824 
Merch Ole) 2,143) 21 226 | 16,971 
April 6,955 2,051) 1977 235 | 15,980 
Mey M2003 25176) 1977 259 | 14,519 
June 7,264| 2,219| 191 265 | 13,436 
July 7,858 | 2,490} 236 314 | 13,399 
August W.860)| 12,004) 230 356. | 2, 314 
September(a) | 24559 220 Bes.) eiyos 7 
October (a) P,60Gs) 2598) | 219 381 | 10,820 
November (a) 7,199 | 2,482 195 | 387 | 9,950 
December _(8) 6,987 | 24399) 869 | _ 413 | 11,299 








——— 


(a) Subject to Revision, 


4. BENEFITS DISCONTINUED. 


(i) Durations; The number of weeks during which benefit was paid for 
each of the cases of benefit whose discontinuances was notified during December, 1947 
and the six months ended December, 1947,is shown in the following table:- 


DURATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING DECEMBER, 1947 
AND THE SIX MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER, 1947 s: AUSTRALIA 


i ded Decemb 
Donavon December, 1047 Six See ae ecember 
of Benefit 
Unem- : : esac |p eunom= : ! , 
ee Sickness | Special | Total poument Sickness |Special | Total 


Weeks 
Less than 1 


1 and under 
w uw 


27 and over 
sau [ome ase 


The following table shows for discontinuances notified during 
December, 1947 and the six months ended December, 1947 the percentage distribution 
according to specified durations of benefit:- 


BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING DECHwBER, 1947 AND THE SIX 
MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER, 1947 - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
ACCORDING TO DURATION : AUSTRALIA 


Six months ended December 
D 
Duration ell 1947 
B fi : ~ 
of Benefit Special] Total ae Sickness| Special | Total 
} ployment 
vA fr 


Weeks ys 


27 and over 
" n 


Less than 1 








4. 
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(ii) Reasons for Cessation: The reasons for terminating benefits whose 
discontinuance was notified during December, 1947 and the six months ended December, 
1947 are shown below:= 


REASON FOR CESSATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING 


DECEMBER, 1947 AND THE SIX MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER ,1947 
AUSTRALIA. 


Reason for Cessation Sickness Unemployment Sickness 
Persons| % | Persons| % |Persons| %  |Persons| % | 


Employment secured or resumed 
Incapacity terminated 
Failure to report (a) 
Transfer to another benefit 
covered by the Act 
Statutory age limit (b) 
Permanent incapacity (c) 
Transfer to Rehabilitation 
Allowance 
Death 
Transfer to another district 
Other 








TOTAL 992) 100] 14,151} 100! 35,887 
(a) In most of those cases the beneficiary has resumed employment without advising 
Department of Social Services. (>) Includes transfer to Age Pensions. 


(c) Includes transfer to Invalid Pensions. 


5e PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF DECEMBER, 1947 





Total Persons 

i) Proportion per 10,000 in Employment: The proportion of persons on benefit at 
27th December, 1947, to the estimated number of employces in omployment was approximately 
55 per 10,600 comprising 14 unemployment, 36 sickness and 5 special cases por 10,000, 





The following table shows the proportion for males and females separately:- 


APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 27TH DECEMBER, 1947 
PER 10,000 WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS IN EMPLOYMENT : AUSTRALIA 


per 10,000 males 
per 10,000 females 


per 10,000 persons 












No. on benefit per 10,000 in employment 
Unemployment 


18 37 5 60 
2 34 6 42 
















Males 
Females 












Persons 








(ii) State Totals: The following table shows the number of persons in each State 
in receipt of bonefit at 27th December, 1947:- 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 27TH DECEMBER, 1947 3: STATES 


Unemployment Sickness __| Special [| = Total CCSC=*dzd 
Males 


N.S.W. (a) 
Victoria 
Queansland 

S Australia(b) 


W.Australia 





Tasmania 


- 99 7 ) 
TOTAL | 122 | 6,987! 2,399! 869 413 11,299 | 2,934] 14,233 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 
(b) Includes Northern Territorye 








De 





(iii) Ages: Distribution of persons on benefit at 27th December, 1947, 
according to age groups is shown in the following table :- 


GROUPED AGE 3 PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 27TH DECEMBER, 1947 
AUSTRALIA. 





~ Grouped Age 


(as at 31st Dee Uncmployment potcinese Special 


60 years and 
over 


TOTAL: | aaa | ; , 413/11,299] 2,934 | 14,233 





6. UNEMPLOYMENT - CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING DECEMBER, 1947 AND THE SIX MONTHS 
“ENDED DED DECEMBER, 1947 AND PERSONS ON BENERTT oT END OF DECEMBER, 1947 


(i) Cause of Unemployment: The following table analyses the reasons for termination 
of employment as stated by persons whose admission to benefit was notified during 
December, 1947 and the six months ended December, 1947 and by those who were on benefit 
at 27th December, 1947. 


Discharges and lay-offs are separations on the initiative of the cmployer, 
the broad distinction being that a discharge is final and there is no likelihood of the 
> persons being rc-engagcd, at least in the near future. A layeoff is a separation of © 
temporary nature with the idea that the job will be available again for the cmployee as 
soon as circumstances permit. Quits are separations which take placc on the initiative 
of the employec. 


CAUSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT 3 CLAIMS JDMITTED, ETC, DURING DECEMBER, 1947 SND THE 
SIX MC MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER, 1947 2 AUSTRALIA. 














Tidmitted during 
6 nonths cndcd 
Deecmbcr, 1947 












On Benefit at 
27th Deecnber 147 


Admitted durin, 


Causc of Uncmploymcnt Deecmber, 1947 


Discharged or Laid Off - 
Disciplinary reasons 
Inefficicney, including medical 






















unfitness vial 
Power rationing - 
Shortage of matcrials 80 
Strikes and lock-outs 18 
Seasonal work 615 
Casual work 287 
Other including inadequately 
defined 348 13 
Quitted = 
Medical unfitness work too heavy 209 26 
Other quits, including inadequatcly 
defined 123 
- Not previously cmploycd - 
Employers, workcrs on own account 42 
Exesarviec personnel not yet 
returned to work 25 
Other ed 


TOTAL: 1,856 





66 


(ii) Indust riot. Groups: In the following statcmcnt is shown thc distribution, 
according to main industrial groups, of pcrsons whosc admission to bencfit was 
notificd during Deccmbcr, 1947 and thc six months cndcd Dcecmbcr, 1947 and of thosc on 
benefit at 27th Deccmber, 19473 


UNEMPLOYMENT » INDUSTRIAL GROUPS = CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC. DURING DECEMBER, 1947 
SND THE SIX MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER, 1947 : AUSTRALIA 





fdnittcd during {Ad 
Industry in which Decenber 
last cngagced 


agriculturc, Pastoral and Dairying 
Othcr Primary Production 
Coal Mining 
Othcr Mining and Quarrying 
Factories and Industrial = 
Founding, cnginccring, metalworking 
including shipbuilding 
Vehicles, including aircraft 
Textilcs and articlcs of dress 
Food, drink and tobacco 
Furniturc, woodwork, ctc.e 
Other factorics, including hcat, 
light and power 
Building and Construction 
Transport and Communication 
Commerce and Finance - 
Wholesale and retail tradc 
Finance and property 
Public Administration and Profcssiona 
Personal and Domestic Scrvicc 
Other 


TOTAL 





Distribution by States of malcs in reccipt of uncmployment benefit at 
27th December, 1947, in the principal industrial groups is shown in the eS ea 
table 3s; 


UNEMPLOYMENT : INDUSTRIAL GROUPS = MALES ON BENEFIT AT 27TH a 1947: STAlES 


Teitetry in which last enchaed 


Agriculture , Pastorel, etc. 

Other Primary, ‘including mining 

Engineering, ctc. including vchiclcs 

Food, Drink, etc. Factorics 

Other Factorics : 

Building and Construction 

Transport and Communication 

Commerce and Finance 

og Administration and Profcssiona 
Cc 

Personal and Domestic Scrwice 

Other 


TOTAL 2TH DEC SMa 1947 


Oni 238TH DECEMBER, 1946 





a 

b) crewnes Northern cerca 

c) Includes civilians previously cmployed by-/ustralian 
or Allied Services = N.S.W. 18, Vic. 1, Q'ld. 118, 
WeAe 14, Australie i151. 





Owe Wer - . ‘ ie 
(iii) Metropolitan and Other: Admissions to unemployment benefit notified during 


the six months ended December, 1947, and persons on benefit at 27th December, 1947 are 
dissected into "Metropolitan" and "Other" Districts (based on the usual place of 
residence of the beneficiary) in the following tables~ 


DISTRIBUTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFICIARICS BETWEEN METRO2OLITAN 
AND OTHER DISTRICTS (a) : STATES. 

Claims admitted during six © On Benofit at 

months ended Decombcr, 1947)! 2ith December 
























Metropolitan i Other i} Metropolitan : Other 
Males (Females | MalesjFemales!! Males Females’ Males. Females 
New South Wales (b) .. 979 | 13 1,672 12555 205 | 5 382 | a3 
Victoria - 210) 4a 477 gi} 49] Megane 1 
Queensland 2 2592 89 3,736; 241 || 795 44 } 1,450 25 
South Australia (c) .. 102 | 1 58 | i 38 | iat heal - 
Westorn Australia .,| 1,144] 25 335; 27 || 356 10, 63] 5 
Tasmania Ne 13 = 19 = 24 - | 4} - 
TOTAL: 4,740 } 169 6,297 302 || 1,467 | 68 1,976 ! 54 


&) Motropolitan comprises tho regions administcred from Capital City and Suburban 
district officos of the Departments of Social Services or Labour and Netional Services 
(Huploymont Service). In N.S.W., Liverpool is included in "Other". In §.A., Port 
Adelaide and in W.A., Fromantle and Midland Jonction ere included in "Metropolitan", 
(b) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (c) Includes Northern Territory. 


Te SICKNESS - CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING DECEMBER AND THE SIX mONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 
1947 AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF DECEMBER, 1947. 
(i) Metropolitan and Other: Sickness bonefits whose admission was notifiod during 
the six months endéd December, 1947, and those current at 27th December, 1947, are 


dissected into "Metropolitan" and "Other" districts (based on the usual place of 
residence of the benoficiary) in the following table:- 


DISTRIBUTION OF SICKNESS BENEFICIARIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN AND 























OTHER DISTRICTS : STATES. 
Claims admitted during six | On Benefit at | 
State months ended December ,1947 |! a7th December, 1947. 
Metropolitan ; Other Metropolitan ; Other 
Males ;Females| Malos |Females | Males :Femalos , Males ; Females 
New South Wales 5,881} 2,179 4,200! 845 | 459 2 | 560 | List | 289 
Victoria 45435) 1,633 | 2,240; 567 | 1,056 / 497 | 594) 194 
Queensland 1,995 608 2,264 403 || 564! 220 (Ch) 5608) 122 
South Australia (c) 2,075 52d 992! 472 || 464 ate 199" | 45 
Western Australia 1,439 538 1,05'7| 184 | 358 | 168 |; 219 42 
Tasmania 542 132 749; 139 || 143 | Cee ce ae 43 
TOTAL: 16,367) 5,617 | 11,508; 2,310 || 4,087 | 1,664 ' 2,900 | (35 





Q See footnoto to table 6 (iii). b) Includes A.C.T. cG Includes N.T. 


(ii) Industrial Groups: The distribution according to main industrial groups, of 
persons on sickness bonefit at 27th December, 1947, is shown in the following table. 


INDUSTRIAL GROUPS : PERSONS ON SICKNESS BENEFIT AT 27TH DECEMBER, 1947 : AUSTRALIA 































| Indust in which last engaged i Males : Females: Persons 
Agriculture, Pastoral and Dairying eo 627 
Other Primary Production oe 171 | 171 
Coal Mining sie 188 2 189 
Other Mining and Quarrying ae LS 3e it 2 155 
Factories and Industrial « | 
Founding, ongincering,metalworking,including shipbuilding are 967 77 =| 1,044 
Vehiclos, including aircraft oe 349 14 | 363 
Toxtiles and articles of dress a 294 406 | 660 
Food, drink and tobacco oe 477 107 | 584 
Furniturc, woodwork, otc. oe 290 Lo" yo05 
Other Factorios, including heat, light and powcr ae 619 150. | 769 
Building and Construction oe 91d So 2926 
Transport and Communication fe 685 79 | 764 
Commerce and Finance = Wholesale and retsil trade oe 656% 430 | 1,086 
= Finance and property os 44 41 | 85 
Public Administration and Professional a : 
Porsonal and Domostic Service eo 
Othor eo 










TsO ASL 








8. 


(iii) Nature of Sickness: The following tablo shows tho principal causes of 
sickness as statod on medical cortificate of porsons whase admission was notified 
during December, 1947 and the six months onded Decomber, 1947, abd of those on bonefit 
at 27th December, 1947. 


NATURE OF SICKNESS 3 CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC. DURING DECZMBER, 1947 
AND THE SIX MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER, 1947 : AUSTRALIA, 















Admitted during . 
December 
1947 
Fomales 


Admitted during; On Benefit at 
six months ended} 27th December 
Decomber , 1947. | 


Males ; Females | Males . Females 











Nature of Sickness 





Males 






Infoctive and Parasitic Disoases 
Cancor ee 
Other Tumours , oe 
Rheumatism, Disoascs of Nutrition 
and Vitamin-Deficiency Discasos 
Disoases of - 
Blood and Blood-forming Orgens.. 
Nervous System and Senso Organs 
Circulatory Systom o6 
Respiratory System ae 
Digostivo System ae 
GenitosUrinary System Ac 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, etc. ee 
Skin and Collular Tissue os 
Bones and Organs of Movement .. 
Other Diseases (including Ill- 
defined conditions) . Ar 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning - 
Fractures ee 
Other Injurios, otc. oe 
Operations (original disability 
not stated) a 
Other (Including not stated) .. 


TOTAL: 






































27,869 | 7,921 | 6,987 | 2,399 





3,426 | 1,085 








8. TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTED. 





The total numbor of applicants for boenofit whose claims wore notified during 
the six months ended December, 1947, and those whose claims were notifiod as rejected 
during the same period sre shown in tho tablo below. No further dissection of rojocted 
claims has been made but it is hoped to extract further information at a later date. 


TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTED ~- SIX MONTHS ENDED 
DECEMBER, 1947 : STATES, 





Unemployment Sickness 

i ] , Percentage 
Totel | Rejects Total | Rejects Total Rejects! Rejects 
Claims Claims | Claims to Total 


Total 
Claims 


| Rejects 


N.S.W.(a 
Victoria. 
GYids ss 
Saha O) ies 
W eA oO ces 
Tasmania. 
TOTAL: | 6,184 | 2,308) 420 | 63,330 {| 14,144] 


(a) Includes Australian Cepitel Territory. 
(b) Includes Northern Territory. 





S.R.CARVER 
ACTING COMMON’ HALTH STATISTIC IAN 


COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND ¢ TATISTICS 


CANBERRA. A.C.T. 17TH MARCH, 1948. 











